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Philanthropic gestures from Paul W. Barret's estate continue to pay off eight years after the banker's 
death. 

On May 7, the first residents of Memphis Union Mission's Moriah House moved to a new facility at 
Summer and Gillespie Road. Moriah House is a long-term recovery program for women coping 
with issues such as domestic violence and substance abuse. The new home replaces the current 
location in Midtown on Madison. 

The $2.7 million project was made possible 
largely by a $1 million gift in 2001 by the Paul 
W. Barret Charitable Trust. 

Steve Carpenter, director of development for 
Memphis Union Mission, says the gift from 
Barret's trust allowed the non-profit 
organization to pay $300,000 for 4.2 acres 
outright and make the project for Moriah House 
possible. 

Barret's gift to the Union Mission was the largest 
it has received since being founded in 1945, 
Carpenter says. 

A long-time banker and businessman, Barret 
and his family founded Barretville Bank and 

Trust Co. Barret never married. 

Following his death and the liquidation of his family's holdings, the nearly $75 million estate was 
divided among dozens of non-profits and charities in the Memphis area. Among other local projects, 
the trust provided $35 million for a new library at Rhodes College and $8 million to the then 
Mid-South School of Banking, which later became the Paul W. Barret School of Banking and 
moved to Christian Brothers University. 

Stax legends in ads for Soul Celebration 

Isaac Hayes, Steve Cropper and a few other Stax legends are currently gracing billboards across 
Memphis to build awareness and excitement for the 50 Years of Soul Celebration, which is taking 
place in various forms during 2007. 

The campaign, created by Carpenter Sullivan Sossaman, will also feature print ads in local papers 
and advertising at Memphis International Airport, as well as direct mail campaigns for Stax 
Museum members. The tagline of the campaign: "One seriously cool museum," is reflected in 
psychedelic looking ads that feature abstract drawings of the Stax artists and their own unique 
taglines. 

Hayes, Booker T. and the MGs, and Mavis Staples are headlining a concert on June 22 at the 
Orpheum Theatre and new Stax albums will be released. 
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